Introduction
The theory of structural balance ( 1 ) has been tested in the psychological laboratory (10) for groups of persons. It was anticipated by Heider (8) and Newcomb (11) with their &dquo;tendency toward balance&dquo; and &dquo;strain toward symmetry,&dquo; respectively. More recently, an axiom system based on balance theory has been proposed (2) from which the assertions of Freud (3) regarding the development of the ego of an individual can be logically derived. From the general approach of &dquo;systems theory&dquo; (9) , the notion of balance already experimentally verified (10) for groups of individuals, and then applied (2) to the structure of the ego of a single individual, might well be considered for larger systems than groups. This is similar in spirit to the work of Guetzkow (4) . The purpose of this note is to propose the mathematical theory of balance as a systematic approach to the interaction between nations.
We set the stage for the later discussion of the international situation in terms of the theory of structural balance by presenting a brief outline of this theory on an intuitive level. Fortunately, it is not necessary to become steeped in 2) To divert the world's attention from developments in Hungary.
The Hungarian situation, mentioned here en passant, will be the subject of a later section.
In one sense, the three scenes of Figure 6 are in incorrect chronological order and are better represented as in Figure 7 . Here B and R are inimical at to, R builds up the position of E at tl, and active hostility between B and E is induced at t2.
The Global Situation
We now present the combined structure of which the previous figures are fragments or substructures. Since the time instants to, tl, and t2 are different for these various figures, the combined structure is presented in more than three scenes. By Figure 8.0, 8.1 In Figure 8 that at time t2, the phenomenon of ambivalence ( 3, 5 ) Figure 14 , and that of A in Figure 9 . This does not necessarily mean that these two points decomposed or fell apart, but only that they are examined more closely. In terms of systems theory, we may ask how does the structure of its subsystems affect the behavior of a system in its interaction with other systems?
The Prediction Problem
Even with the available theory, however, one can still attempt to predict from the present situation, which is fairly represented in Figure 8 
